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Polishing Your Prose

What Editors Do

They fix stuff
... to help you

look goed
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Polishing Your Prose

Why Do Writers Need Editors?

Writers
(and editors)
have blind spots
when it comes to
their own work .
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Polishing Your Prose

Types of Editing/Editors

ACopy Editing
ALight
AMedium

{ AHeavy

a /(. AContent Editing
ASubstantive Editing
wAM ADevelopmental Editing
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Polishing Your Prose

What Editors Do

Reduce confusion

Enhance clarity
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Polishing Your Prose

What This Editor Does
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inishes the entry with a few notes about his holographic meeting the day

before.

20 miles away in the ghost town of El Centro

here George Halvorson had
steadied the hovercraft against the gusting wind, dropping in alongside the other parked

hovercraft as his wife. Judy. strapped on her breathing pack, Fine powdery dust enveloped |

system helps, but it’s still a problem sometimes. We'll be opening the hatch in a few

seconds—just waiting for the shutdown sequence to finish,” George savs. He puts on his

breathing pack and helmet.

“When we talked about meeting in

El Centro, you didn’tsay we’d be camping in a place this parched.”

{ Deleted: .

-1 Comment [LE18]: In American

English, commas and periods go
before quotation marks.

Deleted: It’s the same dream h.._e’shad = ]

Deleted: puts down his thoughts and

|

-1 Comment [LE19]: You're going back

and forth between past and present
tense.

| Comment [LE20]: If Charlie was only

there as a holograph, how does he
know all this? The problem is, you're
telling the story from Charlie’s
perspective, but he wasn'tthere.

Deleted: .. nshrouded National Geograp[

'{ Comment [LE21]: This is a shift of

point of view. You should stick with
one POV per scene.

2l

Deleted: .... “This latest anti-grav
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ldentify Yourself!

Word count: 75,000

Killer Instinct

A Novel
By
Ded Reckoning

Name
Address

City, State Zip
Email

Phore
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Polishing Your Prose

Title / Name H

Killer Instinct/ Ded Reckoning 589

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur

adipiscing elit. Sed a magna sed magna

sagittis iaculis in vel diam. Curabitur

feugiat commodo vestibulum. Etiam a

ornare libero. Class aptent taciti sociosqu

ad litora torquent per conubia nostra, per

inceptos himenaeos. Fusce felis quam,

porta eu lobortis nec, volutpat ut urna.

Vestibulum id arcu in nulla aliquam '
interdum. Vestibulum a sem id nisl \
bibendum accumsan. Nulla nec nulla erat,

ac imperdiet mauris. Donec eget felis \
ligula, non mollis magna. Mauris rhoncus N "\‘
leo ac metus auctor sagittis. Donec rutrum \
ornare eros, interdum tristique odio 2
pharetra sed. Praesent at sem at orci

tristique euismod et quis
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use a_ meaningful file name

Save As @@

Save in: ) My Woed Documants v @-321Q X g id - Tools~
o L
My Recent \
Documents Select the required
u location
Desktop
=7,
My Documents Enter a meaningful name for
' the file
9
My Computer
W) —
- Fie name: Inserting a saction break v
My Network
Places Save a5 byPe: | Word Document v [ Concel |
ded rite killer instinct @24-12.doc
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Polishing Your Prose

Use Paragraph Formatting

Do NOT use spaces or tabs to indent or align text.
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Do Not Space Down

Do NOT use the Enter key to force a new page.
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se a Hard Page Break
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You Can Quote Me

dt SNA2Ra |
G1 @

2 F | dz2
Gt SNA 2R&
2F ljdz2 0l 0

G{ SYAO2f2ya 3I2 2dziaARS
Y I NJ a ¢ Taddmankibbht this!a

Larry Edwards 0 larry@Ilarryedwards.com o www.larryedwards.com



mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com

Polishing Your Prose
Apostle of the Apostrophe

Apostrophe ~

Single Quotation Mar

Truncated words: Use apostrop
not single quotation mark . . .

Al am = |l 6m (not | 6m)

A1990s = 690s (not 6906s)
ANineteeani net i es = ONi neti es

AHot and Juicy = Hot Sluicy [
ARock and Roll = Rock 6n6 Roll (no
AGet Them! = Get ©6em! (not Oem)
AUnt il = till (not o6til or oOtil)
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