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The Essential Role of the Editor 

  

Larry Edwards  
Author, Editor, Publisher  

 
Polishing Your Prose  

 
 
 

mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com


Polishing Your Prose  
 

Larry Edwards ð larry@larryedwards.com  ð www.larryedwards.com  

Polishing Your Prose  
 

Larry Edwards ð larry@larryedwards.com  ð www.larryedwards.com  

What Editors Do 

  
They fix stuff  

. . . to help you  
look good 

great. 
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Why Do Writers Need Editors? 

  

Writers  
(and editors) 

have blind spots 
when it comes to 
their own work . 
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Types of Editing/Editors 

  Å Copy Editing  
Å Light  
Å Medium  
Å Heavy 

Å Content Editing  
Å Substantive Editing  
Å Developmental Editing  
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What Editors Do 

  
Reduce confusion 

 
Enhance clarity 

 
Fill òplotholesó 
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What This Editor Does 
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Identify Yourself! 

  
 

Word count: 75,000 

 

 

Killer Instinct 
A Novel 

By  

Ded Reckoning 

 

 

 
Name 

Address 

City, State Zip 

Email 

Phone 
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Title / Name    # 

  Killer Instinct / Ded Reckoning       589 

 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. Sed a magna sed magna 

sagittis iaculis in vel diam. Curabitur 

feugiat commodo vestibulum. Etiam a 

ornare libero. Class aptent taciti sociosqu 

ad litora torquent per conubia nostra, per 

inceptos himenaeos. Fusce felis quam, 

porta eu lobortis nec, volutpat ut urna. 

Vestibulum id arcu in nulla aliquam 

interdum. Vestibulum a sem id nisl 

bibendum accumsan. Nulla nec nulla erat, 

ac imperdiet mauris. Donec eget felis 

ligula, non mollis magna. Mauris rhoncus 

leo ac metus auctor sagittis. Donec rutrum 

ornare eros, interdum tristique odio 

pharetra sed. Praesent at sem at orci 

tristique euismod  et quis 
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use_a_meaningful_file_name 

  

ded_rite_killer_instinct_9-24-12.doc 
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Use Paragraph Formatting 

  Do NOT  use spaces or tabs to indent or align text.  
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Do Not Space Down 

  Do NOT  use the Enter key to force a new page. 
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Use a Hard Page Break 

  ----------------- Page  Break -----------------------  =  Cntrl + Enter 
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You Can Quote Me 

  

άtŜǊƛƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŀǎ Ǝƻ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ 
ƻŦ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǊƪǎΣέ [ŀǊǊȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά{ŜƳƛŎƻƭƻƴǎ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƳŀǊƪǎέΤ [ŀǊǊȅ ƛǎ adamant about this! 

άtŜǊƛƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŀǎ Ǝƻ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ 
ƻŦ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǊƪǎΦέ 
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Apostle of the Apostrophe  

  

Truncated words: Use apostrophe,  

not single quotation mark . . . 

 

Å  I am  =  Iôm (not Ióm) 

Å  1990s  =  ô90s  (not  ó90ôs) 

Å  Nineteen-nineties  =  ôNineties   

Å  Hot and Juicy  =  Hot ônô Juicy (not ón) 

Å  Rock and Roll = Rock ônô Roll (not ón) 

Å  Get Them! = Get ôem! (not óem) 

Å  Until = till  (not ótil or ôtil)  since Shakespeareôs day 

Apostrophe 

ó ô 
Single Quotation Mark 

Oops! 
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