
Larry Edwards unmasks the emotional trauma of
violent loss and PTSD as he ferrets out new facts to get
at the truth of how and why his parents were killed.

In 1977, Larry’s parents, Loren and Joanne “Jody”
Edwards, left Puget Sound aboard their 53-foot sailboat
Spellbound, destined for French Polynesia. Six months later
they lay dead aboard their boat in the middle of the Pacific
Ocean, with their 20-year-old daughter unconscious and
bleeding from head wounds.

The FBI named Larry’s younger brother as the prime
suspect in its murder investigation. But federal prosecutors
never indicted him, leaving the case unresolved and the
family split into feuding factions.

Three decades later, a dispute over how to respond to a
true-crime book by Ann Rule—which contained an inaccur-
ate portrayal of the incident—ripped the tattered family even
farther apart.
In Dare I Call It Murder?—A Memoir of Violent Loss,

Larry unveils the devastating impact the tragedy had on him and

his family, not only at the time but years later.
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WINNER
San Diego Book Awards, 2012

(unpublished memoir)
Judge’s comment: “I found myself wanting to read
more. The impact of your last few lines—perfect.”

Praise for the Book

Dare I Call It Murder? is a top-notch true-crime book. It’s also a
gut-wrenching look into Larry Edwards’ hell on earth. . . . You won’t
put down this tautly written and emotional look at the splintering of a
family and the search for truth.

—Cathy Lubenski, author
Trashy Chic, Snarky Park

It is a powerfully written and personalized odyssey of the violent deaths of
both of his parents and the disintegration of the family in the aftermath
of traumatic grief.

—Dr. Edward “Ted” Rynearson
Virginia Mason Medical Center

It‘s the kind of book you can’t put down. You will live this story.
—Connie Saindon, MA, MFT, author

The Journey: Learning to Live With Violent Death


